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 Structure of a paper 

 (Title page) 

(Abstract) 

 

1 Introduction 

2 Methods 

3 Results 

4 Discussion 

 

(References) 

(Tables, Figures) 



 How to write an article - 1  

 
 

Online general helpful websites (incl. grammar)  

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/1/ 

 

 
 

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/1/


 How to write an article - 2 

  
Other helpful websites:  

http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/index.html 
 
* Write Clear, Concise Sentences 
* Transitional Words and Phrases 
* Stages of the Writing Process 
 
 
http://www.psych.uw.edu/psych.php#p=339 

 (focus on psychology) 

http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/index.html
http://www.psych.uw.edu/psych.php


                      

How to start  

 

 

* Frequently used sentences 

 

http://www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/ 

 

(for introduction, methods, results, discussion) 

http://www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk/


 Knowing the literature  

 

Etblast;  

(a kind of Pubmed with more than only 

keywords) 
 

http://etest.vbi.vt.edu/etblast3 

 

* Enter text or draft text (or whole file) 

* Push <Search for Similar Text> 

 

http://etest.vbi.vt.edu/etblast3


 Knowing the literature  

 

Etblast;  

(a kind of Pubmed with more than only 

keywords) 
 

http://etest.vbi.vt.edu/etblast3 

 

http://etest.vbi.vt.edu/etblast3


 Knowing the literature  



                      

 

 

Writing: understandable English 

• http://conc.lextutor.ca/vp/eng 

– gives an insight in one’s scientific vocabulary 

– Gives a ratio of the most used words in 

English language (K1: 1-1000; K2: 1001-

2000) versus academic English (AWL) and 

jargon (off-list) 

 

http://conc.lextutor.ca/vp/eng


                      

 

 

Writing: understandable English 

• neutral distribution = 70:10:10:10 ratio 

– 70% ‘K1’: top 1000 of the most frequently 

used words in English (e.g. ‘the’) 

– 10% ‘K2’: 1001-2000  

– 10% Academic Word List (AWL):  
(http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/~alzsh3/acvocab/awlhighlighter.htm) 

– 10% Off-list words, i.e. technical or field-

specific 
  

http://www.nottingham.ac.uk/~alzsh3/acvocab/awlhighlighter.htm


                      

 

 

Roots of the English words 

• Anglo-Saxon 

– ‘old English’ 

– spoken in England/Scotland in 5th to 12th century 

– http://www.oldenglishtranslator.co.uk 

• Greco-Latin 

– often used in medical terminology 

– appears more scientific  

• French cognates 

– related to the French language 

– http://www.lafrenchconnection.com/about/Cognates/

Cognates 

http://www.oldenglishtranslator.co.uk/
http://www.lafrenchconnection.com/about/Cognates/Cognates
http://www.lafrenchconnection.com/about/Cognates/Cognates


                      

 

 

Using the right words 

http://www.wordle.net 
to visualize the words that are stressed in the 

text (keywords) 

 

http://visuwords.com 
to find alternatives for words in your text 

to understand the meaning of words in a 

broader context 

(graphical ‘dictionary’) 

http://www.wordle.net/
http://visuwords.com/


                      

 

 

Checking for plagiarism 

<Etblast> provides a similarity score with 

other papers 
http://etest.vbi.vt.edu/etblast3 

 

They use a database:  

Dejavu   
http://dejavu.vbi.vt.edu/dejavu/ 

 
 

 

 

http://etest.vbi.vt.edu/etblast3
http://dejavu.vbi.vt.edu/dejavu/


                      

 

 

Checking for plagiarism 

 
 

 

 



                      

 

 

Plagiarism 

* Informative article about (self)plagiarism: 
 

http://www.nature.com/nature/journal/v451/n7177/full/451397a.html 
 

 

http://www.nature.com/nature/journal/v451/n7177/full/451397a.html


 Where to submit  

* In a journal with an Impact factor 

 

* Be guided by your own references 

 

* In the end the content is more important than 

the IF: use a <journal finder> 

 

* Take care for correct English! (!!BE or AE!!) 

 

* Stick to the requirements for authors! 



 Where to submit  



                      

 

 

Authorship 

Some general rules for authorship (in 

biomedical journals): 

http://www.icmje.org/ethical_1author.html 

 

http://www.icmje.org/ethical_1author.html


                      

 

 

 

Thank you for your attention! 

 

 



 

 

Questions??? 
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